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In a debate that revealed few major differences between the candidates, two things 
stood out in Tuesday’s joint appearance of contenders for a Cowlitz County 
Superior Court judge position. 

One, they disagreed on how to handle a backlog of felony cases facing the local 
court system. 

Two, who has the better experience for the job? 

Incumbent Gary Bashor and challenger Josh Baldwin agreed that the county needs 
to hire a fifth Superior Court judge. Baldwin, however, says the county should find 
the money now to pay for the judge and should use the juvenile detention center 
and jail courtrooms to handle the extra proceedings. 

“Having an extra judge is a start to managing the (caseload) backlog,” Baldwin 
said. 

Bashor argued that the county shouldn’t create a fifth judge before it finds the 
space and support staff for one or before it addresses serious courthouse needs. 
Each component has to be dealt with at the same time, he argued. 



“We’ve been working for six months now to get the jail courtroom online now,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of people impacted in that. You can’t just start using the jail 
courtroom.” 

Bashor and Baldwin faced off during a 90-minute debate at Canterbury Park 
organized by Longview councilman Ken Botero and moderated by county 
spokesman Mark Koelsch. 

Advertisement 
Bashor, 58, emphasized the difference in experience. He was appointed to his seat 
in 2011 and has been practicing law 22 years to Baldwin’s 11. It’s hard to beat the 
five years he’s already served on the bench and the previous 13 as a court 
commissioner, Bashor said. 

“I think when you look at the two candidates who are running for the office, your 
decision should be quite simple: Experience is a very important, experience in life, 
in practice, in judicial office,” he said. 

But Baldwin, 35, emphasized that while he may be young, he’s already practiced 
most types of law and has been a prosecutor, a public defender and a private 
lawyer. He opened his own law practice more than a year ago and now splits his 
time in private practice equally between family and criminal law. 

“I’ve made tough decisions to represent the interests of my client, whether my 
client is the state, or a criminal client, or a client in a divorce,” he said. “Being able 
to look the litigants in the eye and make the tough decisions (as a judge) — I 
believe my practical experiences qualify me to do that.” 

Bashor touted his work to oversee the statewide adoption a new courts database. 
He oversees the Cowlitz County courts website and helps with the website for 
Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Legal Aid and the Northwest Justice Project. 

Baldwin seized on criticisms he says he heard from other people about how long 
Bashor has taken to rule on certain divorce and child dependency cases. 

“I do take some time in researching and providing answers in cases, but I can tell 
you it’s the appropriate amount of time,” Bashor responded. “Every case that 
comes in front of the court is unique.” 
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