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Candidate Name John W. Ladenburg  

Position sought Washington State Supreme Court 

Residence LD 29th 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

no 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name John Ladenburg for Justice 

Web page 

 

www.JohnLadenburg.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

info@JohnLadenburg.com 

Manager Sebastian Miller 

Campaign mailing 

address 

603 Stewart Street #819 Seattle, Wa 98101 

Campaign phone 

number 

Sebastian Miller: 509-845-3643 

John Ladenburg 253-241-1311 

Campaign FAX   
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

Gonzaga University, BA Political Science with Honors 1971 

Gonzaga Law School, Doctor of Law, 1974 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

Thousands of hours over 38 years of practice.  Right now I am representing some 

clients foreclosed out of their homes, trying to get damages for improperly handled 

foreclosures.  In one case I have a young couple was foreclosed out of their home and 

lost about $80,000 of equity even though they tried to pay the back payments.  I 

discovered that the Bank of America did not give them the properly worded notices and 

we are now suing Bank of America in Federal Court for damages.  In another case, I am 

representing an Asian-American who has great trouble with the language and Wells 

Fargo is attempting to foreclosure her with mountains of English documents.  We have 

stepped in to represent her and demanded that Wells Fargo follow the rules.  I believe 

they should be required to communicate in a language the borrowers understand.   

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

Yes, Pierce County Elected Prosecuting Attorney 1986-2000 
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Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes, 1974-1986, dozens including death penalty and federal cases.  Some of the higher 

profile ones were the Pierce County Racketeering Trials, the Salmonscam Indian Fishing 

rights cases, the St. Pierre Death Penalty cases (profiled in the book, “Head Shot” by Burl 

Barer).   

I defended a young woman in the 1980’s who was accused of killing her boyfriend who 

she shot through the door of her apartment.  Before the defense of “battered woman 

syndrome” was recognized, we presented that theory, using it to try to prove her fear of 

him was justified and she truly feared for her life.  During forensic examination of the 

door, we also discovered that he may have been attempting to kick it in.  We got the 

State to dismiss the prosecution. 

The St. Pierre brothers were charged with two different aggravated murders, each one 

asking for the death penalty.  Both cases went to lengthy trials and appeals to the 

Supreme Court.  The Supreme Court reversed and dismissed one case based upon my 

argument and evidence at trial. 

The Pierce County Racketeering Trials involved seven defendants charged with running 

a criminal enterprise, a mafia style organization.  The trial was moved to San Francisco 

due to publicity here and took three months to try.  My client was the only defendant 

acquitted of all charges. 

The federal “Salmonscam” cases were criminal charges against local Tribe members for 

fishing violations in the 1980’s.  I represented a member of the Warm Springs tribe.   

Currently I represent a member of the Hoh Tribe regarding a charge of Malicious 

Mischief 3rd degree for attempting to exercise his treaty hunting rights. 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

Yes, several, last time for Pierce County, 2011 

 

 

How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court Several early in career 

District Court 5-7 between 1974-1986 usually criminal 

Superior Court jury trials Dozens of civil between 1976-86, dozens of felony 

criminal 1976-2011, several pending now. 

Arguments in Court of Appeals Several between 1976-1986 doing criminal defense work 

and civil appeals 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

Once while Prosecutor I argued a case before that court 

involving criminal court rules and public disclosure. I was 

successful and the court ruled in my favor.  During the 
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time I was Prosecutor, dozens of our cases went to the 

Supreme Court.  Although some elected Prosecutors 

would argue those cases themselves I generally let my 

deputies handle their own since they did the work to get 

it there.  I would often advise them as to argument and 

strategy so I was involved in dozens of appeals. 

Federal District Court trials 6-8 between 1976-1986.  Generally representing 

individuals accused of federal criminal conduct, 

appointed by the Court. 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League  

King County Bar Association 

Pierce County Bar: “Exceptionally Well Qualified” 

Pierce County Minority Bar”: “Exceptionally Well Qualified” 

WSBA: “Well Qualified” 

Washington Women Lawyers 
“Well Qualified” 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

“Well Qualified” 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

“Well Qualified” 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

“Well Qualified” 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

Over 150 listed on website www.JohnLadenburg.com including Ron Sims, Bob Drewel, 

28th District Democrats, former Supreme Court Justice Pearson, former Court of 

Appeals Judge Elaine Houghton, Superior Court Judges McCarthy, Murphy, Tollefson, 

Felnagle, and others.  Senators Froctk, Milsocia and Kilmer, and House member Laurie 

Jenkins.  Pierce County Council member Ferrell and Tacoma City Council members, 

Mello, Fey, Boe and Ibsen. Website updated daily. 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Kevin McCann, Ed Murphy, Garold Johnson, Jack Nevin 

 

http://www.johnladenburg.com/
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Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

No 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

None 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

 

I have an extremely broad background in various areas of law, both civil and criminal.  I 

have represented working people in accident and injury cases, represented small business 

in contract disputes, represented individuals charged with criminal conduct, represented 

homeowner foreclosed on by banks.  I am one of just a few lawyers in the State to have 

tried a capital case both as defender and prosecutor. 

My expertise in criminal law is unique in that few have as many years of experience on 

both sides.  In total I have been in private practice doing criminal defense and civil law for 

15 years and I was Prosecutor for 14 years.  My expertise in civil law is representing people 

not corporations, whether it be the small business owner or the injured worker. 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

I administered a budget of over $800 million as County Executive.  I have the skills to 

understand and administer the Court’s budget and I know how to develop and present a 

budget for approval.  My administrative background will help present a more complete and 

understandable budget to the Governor and Legislature, resulting in better funding.  The 

budgets I presented in Pierce County won several national awards for understandability by 

citizens. 

For example, as Prosecutor I had my office create a computer file tracking system.  To 

make it more effective, I met with the Public Defender and the Presiding Judge to create an 

agreement that we would set up a system we could all use.  We created the system called 

“LINX” that was the State’s first joint file control system in Superior Court.  Each 

department had access to certain areas of the file system and important data only needed 

to be added once, saving time and money.  The system was then expanded to the Jail, the 

District Court, Juvenile Court and Clerks office and eventually to the Bar Association and 
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the public to provide transparency.  We didn’t have the money to keep doing business as 

usual, so we found a new way without raising fees for access to the courts.  This “LINX” 

system was then licensed to a private company that markets it around the US and the 

County gets a revenue check each year. 

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

 

I have taken a strong stand in support of access to the Courts, supporting funding for such 

groups and supporting the private non-profits personally.  For example, I believe we 

should eliminate the extra charges that King County’s court system has that help deny 

access.  Rather than find a “way to do more with less” the King County Superior Court has 

imposed fees and special rules that block access to the courts by low income and minority 

citizens.  King County already has the highest cost per capita of any court system in the 

State  Recently Justice Tom Chambers of the Supreme Court went undercover to see for 

himself and is highly critical of what King County Superior Court has done.  Justice 

Chambers says: “Convict contract labor, poll taxes, and court costs for dismissed criminal cases 

were like King County's fees in that they were born of a need created by a crisis, maintained the 

status quo and existing programs, for which good reasons were advanced, and supported by good 

people with good intentions. But they are all viewed badly by history. I believe that the King 

County fees will be similarly judged by history” See Justice Tom Chambers blog at 

www.tomchambers.com. 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

 

We need to develop a statewide, permanent and strong revenue string to support civil 

access to the courts and we need to insure that adequate supplies of competent lawyers 

are available throughout the State.  I have administered both a prosecutor’s office and 

overseen a public defender’s office and our State is one of the few with the bulk of this 

expense falling on counties.  The State needs to do more and we need to identify revenue 

to support this but we also need to make sure we are doing everything we can with current 

resources first.  Good administration will produce the confidence in the Legislature that 

this will be money well spent. 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 
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NA 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

 Yes, I support the Legal Technician Rule which can help bring the expense of legal work 

down so that more people can be properly advised. Currently we see many people turn to 

internet sites for legal help because of the cost of hiring a lawyer.  This rule could mean 

that people get better and more personal services. It is like preventive medicine that can 

actually help prevent more work later and more court cases. 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

No, I have represent children in criminal cases in Juvenile Court and I have represented 

parents in child dependency cases in Superior Court.  The juvenile criminal cases were 

usually kids 12-16 charged with some sort of felony.  Occasionally, the State would asking 

to have them removed to adult Superior Court and I would fight that attempt in order to 

keep them in Juvenile Court.  Otherwise we would go to trial or reach an agreement with 

the Prosecutor.  The dependency cases are where I would be appointed to represent one or 

both parents in an action where the State was attempting to remove children from their 

parents due to some allegation of neglect.  I recall one case where I felt the parents were 

being singled out simply because they were extremely poor and could not afford much 

more than food and meager shelter for their kids.  I was successful in keeping that family 

together. 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

When I was elected Prosecuting Attorney I adopted an affirmative action plan (over the 

objection of the County Executive) and implemented that plan.  We were very successful 

bring in women, people of color, and members of the GLBT community.  I did the same 

thing as County Executive and made the program system-wide. 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 
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My message is that I have the most experience in this race.  The most legal and life 

experience and both of those are badly needed by a Justice.  It is not enough to just spend 

time in a courtroom or in an appeal court; a Justice needs more than that. I have 

represented working people all my life and can represent the average citizen on the Court.  

In this busy year, we will be doing a strong grass roots campaign, trying to get as many 

groups and organizations to endorse and recommend me.  I have a full time manager, 

Sebastian Miller and work with consultant John Wyble.  We have an aggressive finance 

committee of friends from all around the State, supporters in Spokane, Seattle, Tacoma, 

Olympia and Vancouver. We will raise money from hundreds of working people who have 

supported me in the past.  I won’t be the big money candidate beholding to a small group 

of supporters with big checkbooks. I will win because we will run a hard strong campaign 

and my supporters from my 2008 state-wide race will help me get my name out so it is not 

lost in the millions of dollars that the President, Senator, Governor, Attorney General, and 

Congressional campaigns are going to spend. 

 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

 Date 

Signature  

 

 


