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Candidate Name Michael Salvador Hurtado 

Position sought Seattle Municipal Court, Position #6 

Residence LD 46th District 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

Yes 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Retain Judge Hurtado for Municipal Court 

Web page 

 

TBD 

Campaign Email 

address 

hurtadomichael@hotmail.com 

Manager TBD 

Campaign mailing 

address 

1045 NE 88th Street 

Seattle, WA 981115 

Campaign phone 

number 

206.229.7092 

Campaign FAX   
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

UW, BA degree in education, 1974 

UW Law School, JD, 1978 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

Member, National Lawyers Guild, 1975-78 ; 200 hours 

Member, Board of Directors, Concilio for the Spanish Speaking, 1983-88; 80 hours 

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

Prosecutor, 1978-81, Seattle Municipal Court (corporation counsel) 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

NO 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

NO 
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How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court 1985-1993, Pro-tem judge, magistrate 

District Court King County District judge prior to full-time appointment 

to the Seattle Municipal Court in 1993; 200+ days  

Superior Court jury trials 20+ jury trials, 1978-1981, on appeal de novo from 

Seattle Municipal Court 

Arguments in Court of Appeals 1978-81, 15+ appellate arguments on legal issues 

resulting from convictions in Seattle Municipal Court 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

Argued one case regarding constitutionality of criminal 

trespass ordinance. 

Federal District Court trials None 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League Pending 

King County Bar Association 
Exceptionally well qualified (application for appointment by 

former Mayor norm Rice in 1993). 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Pending 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Well qualified (1993 application for appointment) 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Pending 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Extremely well qualified (1993 application for appointment). 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Extremely well qualified  (1993 application for appointment). 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

Seattle Municipal Court Marshal’s Guild (others TBD; am only beginning to organize 

campaign). 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

None 

 

 



 

Page 3 of 6  Rev New   

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

 

NO 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct  

Committe or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of paper.  

October 4, 2002: admonishment; ex parte communication; copy of decision attached.  

December 5, 2008: admonishment; abrupt treatment of defense attorney; copy of decision 

attached. 

 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

Adjudication in Seattle Municipal Court regarding criminal and civil offenses;  

more than 17 years of experience. More recently, having presided for over three years in 

mental health court,  I have developed a therapeutic approach to citizens charged with 

criminal violations of the Seattle Municipal Code while addressing the underlying medical, 

substance abuse and mental health treatment of defendants. This area of law is cutting 

edge with regard to community safety and humane treatment of people charged with 

criminal violations.  

 

 

What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

Traditionally, courts have not been well funded. With the current economy, we are now 

faced with losing one of 8 Municipal Court judges, putting more pressure on the remaining 

7 judges. Funding should be provided so that all cases can be handled fairly and efficiently 

while ensuring due process rights of defendants. Seattle is such a vital economic engine for 

the entire state, it is important that it remain a model for justice and fairness. A portion of 

the state sales tax should be earmarked for the court system.  
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What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system. 

The Washington State Supreme Court has mandated that all courts of any jurisdiction must 

provide an interpreter for ALL judicial proceedings of any nature. I am guided by this 

directive every day and ensure that this directive is followed. Seattle Municipal Court is the 

people’s court. As such, it is my obligation and daily responsibility to ensure that all 

defendants are either represented by counsel at ALL stages of a proceeding, or ensure that 

the defendant knowingly, voluntarily, and intelligently has waived his or her rights to 

counsel. Simply put, I am a centurion of the legal justice system in my role not only as a 

neutral magistrate but also as the fundamental symbol of our system of justice.  

 

What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system (Civil and 

Criminal)? 

 

Seattle Municipal Court is “a people’s court.” I cannot think of a more accurate definition 

for this court. As a judicial officer, I am mandated to ensure that all people, regardless of 

their station in life, be afforded the full opportunities of adequate and competent legal 

representation. We should ensure that public legal entities are provided funds for this 

purpose, and we should ensure that legal counsel access is available to non-profit 

organizations in Seattle that serve people of color and low-income families who often are 

overrepresented in our court systems.  

 

If a sitting judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments or yourself. If not, what committee assignments would you 

seek? 

As mentioned above, I am currently presiding in mental health court. I am part of the 

mental health court team committee. In this committee, we meet monthly to seek funding 

sources for such important resources as public housing, mental health treatment facilities. 

Recently, the Seattle Municipal Court has received funding for increased public housing for 

clients in our court system.  

 



 

Page 5 of 6  Rev New   

 

Have you reviewed the general role definition of the practice of law, and the practice of the 

Law Board’s Work? — Do you have comments or ideas? Would you be in favor of the 

proposed legal technician rule? This rule allows trained, tested, and licensed non-lawyers 

to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer. Please 

explain.  

 

Yes, I have reviewed the rules. I am in favor of the proposition. I view this in a manner 

similar to the role and importance of a nurse practitioners and physician assistants. Often 

times, doctors are not available for lengthy “counsel” to patients, and my own family 

members’ experience with nurses and PA’s has been positive with very competent 

providers who are not doctors.  

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem? If “yes”, please give the 

details.  

 

NO 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

 

I have hired at least three employees of color as members of the lower bench—clerks and 

bailiffs. I have also participated in hiring committees throughout my tenure, and have 

placed great emphasis on hiring people who reflect the diversity of our city, without regard 

to race, ethnicity, sexual preference, etc.  

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan? How many 

doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? What is 

the fundraising goal for your campaign? How much have you raised to date? Why will you 

win? 

 

My message, first and foremost, is that I have extensive experience in fairly and objectively 

adjudicating on behalf of Seattle’s citizens in the Seattle Municipal Court. Just as 

importantly, my message is that I am a public servant who feels a responsibility to help our 

youth, no matter their economic or social standing.  I believe, as a judge, that I can 

influence youth to make life choices to prevent them from becoming a defendant in my 

court and to motivate them to choose a life pathway that will make them an asset to their 

families and their community.  
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I have a record of community service that is reflected in several awards, including the 

KOMO TV Hometown Hero Award (1994), WSBA 2002 Outstanding Judge Award, and the 

Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Prevention and Inspiring 

Hope Award (1997), among others.   

 

Given that I have an opponent for the first time since being appointed in 1993, I am only 

now beginning to organize my campaign. I have a strategy committee that met for the first 

time this past weekend. The group committed to preparing a month-by-month plan and 

fundraising strategy.  For my part, I intend to attend many public community forums, and 

will seek endorsement when appropriate.  

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Michael Salvador Hurtado Date 

June 12, 2010 

Signature  

 

 


