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Candidate Name Ed McKenna 

Position sought Judge, Seattle Municipal Court.  Position 1 

Residence LD 46 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Ed McKenna for Judge Committee 

Web page 

 

Under construction 

Campaign Email 

address 

edmckennaforjudge@comcast.net 

Manager Kristin McKenna 

Campaign mailing 

address 

10115 Greenwood Ave N. #253, Seattle WA 98133 

Campaign phone 

number 

206-963-2004 

Campaign FAX   
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

University of Washington. 1983  B.A (Psychology)  

University of Notre Dame (London) 1985 Certificate of Completion 

Seattle University (Formerly University of Puget Sound) 1986 J.D. 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

As a community-based prosecutor, I work long hours to provide advice and assistance 

to numerous community groups and organizations.  Much of the advice and assistance I 

provide to individuals and groups produces results which eliminate the need for further 

legal entanglements.  A substantial amount of this work is conducted beyond the hours 

of the normal business day.   

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

City of Seattle  20 years 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes.  Prior to becoming a prosecutor I represented numerous indigent inmates in 

various legal matters including involuntary medication proceedings for mentally ill 
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inmates, parole hearings, and other legal matters.     

 

 

 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

In my role as a community based prosecutor I have served as an informal mediator on 

several occasions, usually involving neighborhood groups and nuisance property owners.  

Each has been successfully resolved.  Such an example can be found here:    

http://www.seattlepi.com/local/286340_drughouse25.html. 

 

 

 

How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in:  

 

Municipal Court Thousands 

District Court Multiple 

Superior Court jury trials None 

Arguments in Court of Appeals None 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

None 

Federal District Court trials None 

I have conducted approximately 50 contested hearings as a Hearing Examiner 

(Administrative Law Judge) for the Washington State Board of Tax Appeal and have issued 

written decisions (findings and conclusions) from each of those cases.  Those matters 

ranged from residential valuations to complex business valuations.    

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League  

King County Bar Association 

The King County Bar Association rules prevent the use of 

expired ratings.  I am applying for current ratings from all 

of the bar associations.    

 

Washington Women Lawyers 
 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 
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Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

As a late filer, I have just begun seeking endorsements.  However, both current Seattle 

City Attorney Pete Holmes as well as former Seattle City Attorney Tom Carr have 

endorsed me. Attorneys Bill Bowman, Willie Gregory, Robert Bouvart, have endorsed me, 

and I also have commitments for endorsements from numerous other community 

leaders, attorneys and community members.      

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Veronica Galvan.  Mike Finkle. 

 

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

None 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

None 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

Criminal trial prosecutor.  I have tried hundreds of criminal cases in Seattle Municipal Court. 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

Effective communication with City leaders and the state legislature is key to improving 

court funding.  Lawmakers must be convinced that court funds are utilized efficiently, and 

effective results are generated from those funds.  Transparency of court operations, 

including implementation of the J.I.S. system will provide the Office for the Administrator 

of Courts (OAC) the ability to monitor court results and instill confidence in funders to 
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continue and increase funding for necessary court expenditures, including proven 

therapeutic justice programs (such as drug courts, mental health courts and others).    

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

I have worked with the Seattle Neighborhood Group and many community groups and 

organizations to increase access to Seattle’s small claims court.  Many individuals are 

simply unable to afford legal representation.  I have taught people how to join together to 

initiate joint legal actions in small claims court (where no attorneys are allowed) to 

effectively resolve neighborhood public safety concerns and nuisance issues.  As 

individuals joining together, neighborhoods have been able to effectively address problems 

they would otherwise have been unable to afford or resolve alone.        

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

Unrepresented (pro se) litigants are at a significant disadvantage.  Court rules, written for 

attorneys, are difficult to understand or even find to those unfamiliar with the system.  

Ease of access, including sample forms, pre-printed court rules (including local rules) and 

information on low-cost legal services are imperative.  In addition, I recommend a “What to 

Expect” brochure, providing an overview of the court process and local court.  I believe a 

review of attorney’s rolls should also be implemented, allowing attorneys to draft forms for 

clients without the added expense of actually appearing on routing matters.       

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

I would seek committees related to access to justice, therapeutic courts (community courts, 

mental health, drug courts and others), court technology, and victim assistance.    

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

Confidence and faith in our legal system is imperative. The authorization of Limited 

Practice Officers has served our system well, with adequate oversight.  A legal technician 
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rule, with similar adequate oversight may serve to complement our existing legal system.  

However, I am hesitant to support such a rule where a person’s liberty may be at stake, as 

in criminal courts.          

 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

No 

 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

I have promoted diversity by setting strong examples.  In my supervising position of the 

Seattle City Attorney’s Office I have promoted diversity by making hiring recommendations 

of persons of color, gender and background.  I have also voluntarily forgone advancement 

opportunities in order to promote diversity.  I have expressed concerns to judges who 

appeared to unconsciously disfavor ethnic minorities and have complained to law 

enforcement of racial patterns related to individual officers.  Raised in a bi-racial family, I 

am very sensitive to diversity and am committed to removing barriers for all.      

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

     

I am an experienced trial attorney with more than 20 years as a prosecutor.  We know that 

traditional method of prosecution are not always effective at preventing criminal behavior, 

nor is it always cost effective to taxpayers in the long-term.  We need progressive change 

in Seattle Municipal Court to implement programs that allow compassionate responses to 

offenders while still holding them accountable for their crimes. As a community prosecutor, 

I’m well known for using “creative problem-solving” to help communities and have proven 

results.   

As a judge, I’ll propose the following:   

• Misdemeanor Drug Court 

• Victim Resource Center 

• Expansion of Mental Health and Community Courts 

• Reduce Court Inefficiencies 

• Comprehensive Probation Services for Repeat Offenders 
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Although my campaign has just started, I’m very pleased to have very strong support from 

both prosecutors and defense attorneys as well as community leaders.  I plan to spend 

significant time campaigning and my campaign staff is confident that significant 

fundraising can be implemented to inform the public of my goals.  I have every intention of 

campaigning hard and I intend to win.  

 

    

.      

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Edward McKenna Date 

June 13, 2010 

Signature  

 

 


