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Candidate Name Darrell E. Phillipson 

Position sought King County District Court  Southeast Division, Position 2 

Residence LD 47th 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

yes 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Re-elect Judge Phillipson 

Web page 

 

www.darrellphillipson.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

Darrell.Phillipson@Gmail.com 

Manager Kennet Phillipson 

Campaign mailing 

address 

PO Box 465 

Kent, Wa.98032 

Campaign phone 

number 

253-234-5130 

Campaign FAX  none 
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

Eastern Washington University 1965-69, BA w/ Honors; University of California, Berkeley  1969-

72, JD;   National Judicial College 1983, LJ courts 

 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

I have not done pro bono work since being elected, since it is prohibited for judges to 

act as attorneys or give legal advice, but in a real sense I am doing community service 

every day that I work. 

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

No 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes, I was the part time public defender for Tukwila in the 70”s. Many cases, but no 

records to get an actual figure. I also took cases on assignment from the Federal 

Courts. 
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Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

As a Judge I do settlement conferences for the civil cases before the Courts.  I estimate 

several hundred over the years. This is very similar work to arbitration and mediation. 

 

 

How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court Thousands.  I was the Judge for Auburn and Kent in the 

80’s, and pro tem for Buckley and Enumclaw 

District Court I have dealt with 4,000-8,000 cases each year for the last 

27 years. 

Superior Court jury trials 10 or 11, plus 20 plus bench trials 

Arguments in Court of Appeals 4 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

2 

Federal District Court trials 4 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League pending 

King County Bar Association 
pending 

Washington Women Lawyers 
pending 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
pending 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

pending 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

pending 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

pending 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

I have been endorsed by the 30th and 47th Democrats. Pending are endorsements from 

the 11th, 41st, 33rd and 5th. I am late in the process as my opponent did not announce 

running against me until June 7.  I have received many endorsements from attorneys 

and the Judiciary. At last count there were 50 plus endorsements, and more come in 

each day. Elected officials have also endorsed, such as Sen. Tracey Eide, and Rep. Karen 
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Kaiser. The numbers are so great that we are having trouble keeping the website 

current, but it is fun and gratifying to see them come in. 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Donna Tucker, Anne Harper 

 

 

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

no 

 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

none 

 

 

 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?  

Domestic Violence -  I teach classes in this area to Judges, Attorneys, law schools and 

the press.  I am the Domestic violence Judge for the District Court 

 

 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

 

I would like to see the entire Court system become a part of State government. The 

present system of spreading funding and control of the Courts between local, county 

and state leaves much to be desired. A unified system means that all Courts use the 

same rules and procedures, have equal and (hopefully) adequate funding, and the 

support systems (such as interpreters, jails, public defenders and prosecutors) are 
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equally distributed and available. The public would benefit from lower costs, easier 

access, less duplication and better service. 

 

 

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

 

I have been active in developing rules and procedures to make the system easier for the 

public to navigate. I helped bring full time Spanish interpreters to Kent and Seattle. I 

helped develop forms in multiple languages for both civil and criminal cases. I have worked 

against increased filing fees, and pioneered the use of Dispute Resolution Center in small 

claims cases.  

 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)?    

 

1. Dispute Resolution Center should be extended into civil proceedings. (Presently 

used only in small claims) Also mandatory settlement conferences before trial.  

2. A system of Limited Practice aids could be developed to assist pro se litigants 

with trial preparation. (We have huge numbers of small claims and collection 

cases, and like the Bankruptcy Courts, the litigants could benefit from trained 

assistants. 

3. Public funding of drug and alcohol treatment for those in need. 

 

 

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

 

I have been active in the management of the Court since 1983. I am a leader, and have 

been placed on every significant committee at one time or another. I have served at 

the local, county and state levels. No one on the district bench has served on as many 
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or been involved with as much administration as I. The list of committee chairs and 

assignments is to long to be reproduced here, but some highlight are 

1. Principal drafter of Rules of Court for Superior and District. 

2. 1st Chief Presiding Judge for the unified District Court. 

3. Created the central management system for the unified District Court 

4. 1st Divisional Presiding Judge when South Division created. 

5. Executive Committee for 17 terms 

6. Personnel Committee Chair and member for 9 years 

7. Budget Committee chair and member for 5 years. 

8. Rules Committee chair and member for 6 years. 

9. County wide significance panel 5 years (a 3 judge panel that sits on special 

cases of county wide significance. 

10.  Many Ad Hoc committees for technology, policy, personnel and budget.   

 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

 

As stated earlier, I believe that legal Technicians would be invaluable in areas where 

lawyers cannot practice (such as small claims) or where the amounts in dispute do not 

justify the cost of professional help. The Rule could assist the Courts as well as the 

litigants as it would replace the questioning of clerks (who cannot give legal advise), 

and make the litigants better informed when they come to court. Anything we can do 

to remove the “mystery” of out system is good. 

 

 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details?  

 

I cannot serve in that capacity as a Judge, but I have worked with them often. I am one 

of only a few Judges who are “Portable” with the Superior Court, and in that capacity I 

worked on Dependency cases for several years. I worked daily with guardians, and 

received an award from CASA for my efforts on behalf of the children.  
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How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

 

King County claims to be the most diverse workforce in the State, and the District 

Courts are a leader. We do not discriminate in our employee selection, and actively 

search for employees in the minority communities. A visit to our courts will show you a 

work force diverse in very many ways. This is due to the leadership continually 

advancing these priorities, and I am a part of that. As Presiding Judge, or on Personnel 

committee, I push for diversity, and am proud of the many minorities who are my 

friends and coworkers. 

 

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

 

The focus of the campaign is “your Court, your Judge”. I have serve as the peoples’ 

Judge long and well. They have received good value for their investment. I work hard, 

handle difficult caseloads and bring innovation and excellence to the Court. I am well 

trained and experienced. I stand on my proven record, and will show that to the 

electors. 

 

I have a campaign staff of 10, with an additional 49 volunteer workers and a student 

intern. We have name familiarity in the communities, and will maintain that through 

participation in community events, yard signs, and doorbelling of targeted areas. We 

will not place illegal roadside signage, but will use large signs at significant locations. 

4/4 mailings remain a consideration for October. We will raise funds as necessary from 

contributors. To date we have $7,400 collected or pledged, but solicitation has not 

begun. 

 

I have been endorsed by virtually every Judge in King County, many attorneys and 

significant VIP’s. Almost every voter will recognize some of my supporters. I am well 

regarded in my communities, and can count on support when needed. 

 

We are targeting minority groups within the communities with voter registration, and 
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have gotten more than 100 new registrations in the last 14 days. These people will 

support me 

 

I will win the election because I am the candidate with a proven and quality track 

record. My opponent has no significant judicial training or experience. He wants a job 

to ease himself into retirement, but the voters want a Judge they know and trust. 

Compare our records and anyone will immediately know which is the most qualified. I 

work hard as a Judge, and I will work hard as a candidate.  

 

 

 

 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Darrell E. Phillipson Date 

Signature  

 

 


