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Candidate Name David Meyer 

Position sought Southeast District Court Judge Position Number 2 

Residence LD 11th 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Committee to Elect David Meyer Judge 

Web page 

 

davidemeyer.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

davidemeyer.com 

Manager Micheline Murphy/Kevin McConnell 

Campaign mailing 

address 

PO Box 60047 

Renton WA 98032 

Campaign phone 

number 

425-277-7990 

Campaign FAX  n/a 
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

University of Washington BA 1975, Seattle University School of Law (formerly Univ. Of Puget 

Sound) 1983 

 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

For the last 9 years, I have worked as a Public Defender, serving indigent clients. While 

in Private Practice, I regularly provided pro bono and sliding scale rates to clients  

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

No 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

I have defended thousands of people accused of crimes, both as a public defender 

(1983-1984 and 2001 to present) and while in private practice (1984 to 2001) 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

I was a King County Arbitrator from 1990 until 2001, approximately 4 times per year. I have 
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also served as a pro tem judge in Seattle District Court and King County Superior Court, 

prior to joining a public defender firm in 2001. 

 

 

How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court 100's 

District Court 100’s 

Superior Court jury trials 50+ 

Arguments in Court of Appeals one 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

none 

Federal District Court trials two 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League Pending 

King County Bar Association 
Pending 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Pending 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Well QualifiedWell QualifiedWell QualifiedWell Qualified    

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Pending 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Pending 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Pending 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

Judge Richard Eadie, Commissioner Les Ponomarchuk, Marcus Naylor, Micheline 

Murphy, Kevin McConnell, Shannon Gould, Spencer Hamlin, plus more pending 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

none 
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Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

No 

 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

 

None 

 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

My strongest area is the depth and breadth of my legal experience. I have considerable 

experience in the general private practice of law from 1984 to 2001, including Family law, 

Real Estate, Immigration, Bankruptcy, general business, personal injury, probate and 

criminal law. Since 2001, I have extensive experience in criminal law, including much trial 

work, in cases from misdemeanors to murder cases.  

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

If elected, to maintain the greatest efficiency possible in my courtroom and to assist in the 

efficient application of court services. 

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

My employment for the last 9 years as a public defender is the essence of promoting 

access to the judicial system for indigent clients facing criminal prosecution.  

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

I would like to see greater encouragement of free or low cost legal clinics in areas where 

there is great need for basic information to low income people, such as Landlord-Tenant, 
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Child Custody and Support, Domestic Violence and Anti-harassment actions, and Small 

Claims civil actions, to assist those who cannot afford legal counsel. 

 

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

The Bench-Bar-Press and Washington Pattern Jury Instructions committees  

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

I have reviewed General Rules 24 and 25. I believe it is always a good idea to expand 

access for low and middle income people to areas of law which regularly arise in their lives, 

yet are confusing and complex to the lay person. I would be in favor of a Legal Technicians 

Rule. It has already been shown that qualified facilitators, such as in the Family Law area, 

can be of great comfort by those who approach significant legal issues without being able 

to afford counsel.  

 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

No  

 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

While I do not have authority over hiring and firing of staff in my present position, I did 

hire without regard to race, creed, color or gender while I had my own firm. I also promote 

diversity by treating all people respectfully and fairly.  

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 
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The main message of my campaign is that I want to use my 26+ years experience 

representing normal, average people “in the trenches” to benefit the public as I spend the 

last years of my legal career serving as a judge. 

My campaign plan is use a combination of personal contact, professional endorsements, 

internet contact, doorbelling, street, bus and yard signs, shaking hands, at least two 

mailings to 4/4 voters and extensive distribution of brochures. My staffing at this time is 

7- 8 people, but I hope to retain a professional campaign advisor and add both paid and 

volunteer staff as activities increase and as finances allow. The fund raising goal is 

$60,000-$80,000; we have collected about $5,000 so far, but we have really just started 

this part of the campaign.  

I will win because I am the better candidate . I will be better endorsed, better financed, 

better organized and more active as a candidate. My opponent has neither been opposed 

nor even run an active campaign in many years and has ignored the voters who elected him 

in the past. He has not done the ground work, including participating in Bar Association 

evaluations, that keep the public informed during that whole time. The State Constitution 

requires the election of judges, which means that voters should have a right to choose a 

candidate for judge rather than be given only one choice.  

 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

David E. Meyer Date 

 

May 31, 2010 Signature  

 

 


