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Candidate Name Donna Tucker 

Position sought King/Snohomish County District Court, Northeast  

Residence LD 41st 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No. 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Elect Donna Tucker District Court Judge 

Web page 

 

www.donnatuckerforjudge.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

committee@donnatuckerforjudge.com 

Manager Kristin Storey 

Campaign mailing 

address 

6947 Coal Creek Pwky #268, Newcastle, Wa 98056 

Campaign phone 

number 

(425) 502-6769 

Campaign FAX   
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

1983 UPS School of Law (Seattle University) J.D., cum laude 

1980 Seattle Pacific University B.A. Political Science, cum laude 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

1987 to 2004 I worked as a contract public defender and provided pro bono services to 

clients on as needed basis, estimated at 4 to 8 hours per month.  This included 

assistance with housing, employment, debt relief, disability and personal injury issues.   

September 2004 to December 2006, I worked on average 4 hours a week as a volunteer 

at Senior Services of Seattle/King County, with the Senior Rights Assistance Programs.  I 

advised VOCA (Victims of Crime Advocates) volunteers regarding the criminal justice 

system, to help their Senior Citizen clients.  I also served on the FAST (Financial Abuse 

of Seniors Team) committee working with law enforcement, prosecutors and social 

services providers helping Senior Citizens who were being financially abused by friends, 

family or caregivers. 

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

 Yes, 1984 to 1987.  I worked for the Law Offices of Kirshenbaum & Combs, P.S. Inc.,  
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which provided contract prosecution services to the Cities of Buckley and North Bend.  I 

handled Court calendars when the associate attorney assigned as prosecutor was not 

available. 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes, from1984 to 2004.  I personally have represented 1,000’s of clients over a 20 year 

period as both retained council and as contract public defender. I supervised attorney’s 

providing public defense representation in 10,000’s of criminal misdemeanor cases 

from 1987 to 2004.   Most of these cases were in the King County District Court system 

in Auburn, Kent, Renton, Issaquah, Bellevue, and Redmond, and the Municipal Courts of 

Kirkland, Auburn.  My office over the years had public defense contracts with the cities 

of Bellevue, Issaquah, Redmond, Kirkland, Bothell, Woodinville, and Auburn.  I have also 

represented clients in the King County Superior Court, on criminal appeals from the 

district and municipal court; and on several felony offenses filed in the superior court.   

I represented misdemeanor clients before the Washington State Supreme Court on three 

cases.   

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

No. 

 

 

How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court 100’s of times as an attorney and judge pro tem. 

District Court 1,000’s of times as an attorney and judge pro tem. 

Superior Court jury trials None. 

Arguments in Court of Appeals One Argument. 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

Three Arguments. 

Federal District Court trials None. 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League  

King County Bar Association 
Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Pending 
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Loren Miller Bar Association 
Well Qualified 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Well Qualified 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

Organizations pending at this time.  Judicial endorsements include: Hon. Stephen 

Dwyer, Court of Appeals, Div. 1; Hon. J. Wesley Saint Clair, King County Superior Court; 

Hon. Glenn Phillips, Kent Municipal Court; Hon. Wayne Stewart, Mercer Island Municipal 

Court; Hon. Scott Stewart, Issaquah Municipal Court; Hon. Kim Walden, Tukwila 

Municipal Court; Hon. Terry Jurado, Renton Municipal Court; Hon. Ann Silvernale, Board 

of Industrial Appeals. Community Member endorsements include Martha Kongsgaard, 

Donna Foxley, Ward Urion, and Jean Mathiesen, as well as numerous attorneys, court 

administrators and court clerks.  

 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Honorable Barbara Mack, King County Superior Court; Honorable J. Wesley Saint Clair,  

King County Superior Court. 

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

No. 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 
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   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

Trial advocacy – defense of the mentally ill, criminal procedure, rules of evidence, criminal 

misdemeanors.  

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

The District Court can pursue new grant funds for specialty courts such as mental health, 

domestic violence, veterans, and drug courts. The District Courts must also follow the lead 

of our State Supreme Court to encourage the state government to properly fund our county 

courts.  The court can continue to review and add technology solutions such as calendaring, 

electronic filing of legal pleadings, and probation monitoring to improve administration.  

 

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

As a judge pro tem, in criminal cases, I have reviewed and granted requests for 

appointment of a public defender to defendants; in civil cases, I have reviewed and granted 

motions to proceed in forma pauperis (indigency findings enabling the poor to have access 

to the courts).  I have granted requests to continue matters to allow parties opportunity to 

seek legal representation or advice.  I have made donations of personal funds to the King 

County Bar Foundation, Access to Justice Fund which supports legal clinics for low income 

parties.  

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

(1) In criminal cases, we can increase opportunities for financial screening of public 

defense services, including making screening available in the municipal jails located in 

King County and in the Yakima and Fife jails where many King County Misdemeanants are 

housed for jail sentences imposed in King County municipal courts. 

(2)  Increase compensation for jury duty from the current payment of $10 a day thereby 

increasing citizen participation by reducing the financial hardship that often accompanies 

the required days spent away from work. 

(3)  I believe the court should consider an online calendaring system for traffic infractions, 

so that respondents could select their hearing date from available court calendars.  This 

should reduce continuances, increase court efficiency, and make it more likely respondents 
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can and will attend their hearings, with the least amount of disruption to their work and 

personal schedules. 

(4) The District Court currently does a really good job helping court participants who are 

not fluent in the English language by providing language interpreters during court hearings.  

However, we can do a better job in helping these court participants to access the judicial 

system prior to and after their actual appearance in court.  The District Court website has a 

host of information available about the judicial system in the English language.  Only some 

of it is available in Spanish and none of the information is available in any other language.  

There were more than 215,343 cases filed in the King County District Court last year. A 

significant percentage involves persons who do not speak English well.  Internet based 

translations of the court website into more languages that court participants commonly 

speak will help increase access to the court.  If would also be helpful if collection agencies 

collecting public funds for the court, provide translated information on their website and 

forms.  

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

As a judge pro tem, I do not currently sit on any committee.  I would seek assignments to 

committees tasked with improving court processes, sentencing, probation and education 

of public regarding the court.  

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

Yes, I have reviewed the rules.  I do believe there is a proper place for “Legal Technician” as 

long as licensing is properly administered to ensure proper training, education and 

oversight to protect the public.    

 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

No. 
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How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

By modeling respectful behavior to all my employees in living an open personal and public 

life as lesbian.  By clearly setting expectations for my employees and staff to treat all of 

their professional contacts in a respectful manner.  Over the years, all contracts we made 

included requirements to make employment decisions without regard to race, religion, 

disability, gender or sexual orientation.  My former law firm frequently hired competent 

members of our community with diverse backgrounds and experiences.     

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

I have lived in this community for 44 years and my life’s work has been in the 

District and Municipal Courts of King County.   I firmly believe that the public 

deserves to have good judges who foster respect for the justice system and who 

consistently ensure that each person having contact with the court experience it as a 

place where each matter is given due consideration, in a fair manner, and with a true 

desire for just results.  I believe that I have the strength of character to make 

difficult decisions; and the experience, intellect and demeanor to be such a judge.   I 

have been encouraged by judges, jurors, and other attorneys to become a District 

Court Judge because they respect my abilities. It would be difficult to find another 

candidate with such extensive criminal and civil experience as a lawyer and judge 

pro tem.  I am the only candidate with the management and financial experience 

that can be helpful to the court administration, having run my own business for 17 

years.  I have been rated “Exceptionally Well Qualified” by the King County Bar 

Association, Latino/a Bar Association and Q-Law Bar Association.  “Well Qualified” 

by the Loren Miller Bar Association and Joint Asian Bar Associations.  But most 

importantly, having lived in this community for 44 years, I am connected to it and I 

really care about the people and issues that come before the District Court, this is 

not a “stepping stone” position for me to some “higher” judicial position.  The 

District Court is where I want to serve my community. 

I will have a grassroots campaign, including doorbelling and volunteer phoning. My 

consultant, Barbara Chadwick will target doors to knock on and a direct mailing plan.   
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My goal is to raise $35,000 to $50,000; to date the PDC reports $5800 received by 

my campaign.  

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

 Date 

Signature  
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List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of paper.  

Answer: 

 

 In my 20 years of practice, several public defense clients filed complaints with the WSBA, 

against me and some of my associate attorneys.  None of the complaints resulted in any 

action by the WSBA.  Some of the complaints were dismissed without requiring any 

response from me or my associates.  I do not recall the details of these two or three 

complaints.  I was requested to respond to two complaints that I recall.  The first was filed 

by a number of inmates at the Auburn jail complaining of a lack of communication with me.  

I provided a written response including my collect telephone bills showing all calls taken by 

me and my office from inmates at the Auburn jail.  The other complaint was filed by a 

client with the last name of Baker, who we were representing in Redmond.  I only recall 

discussions I had with Bar Officials about whether it was appropriate to continuing 

represent him.  The complaint was dismissed. 

 

In 2002, Mr. Alan Parmalee filed a civil suit against my office for interference with his 

business and other frivolous claims.  The lawsuit was part of his campaign of terror, 

against our office due to our representation of a client, which also included him 

firebombing my associate’s vehicle.  All of his civil claims were dismissed on summary 

judgment and Mr. Parmalee was convicted of the firebombing and other felony crimes. 

 


