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Candidate Name Michael Finkle 

Position sought King County District Court, East Division, Position 6 

Residence LD 45th LD 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

Yes 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Committee to Retain Judge Michael Finkle 

Web page 

 

www.retainjudgefinkle.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

retainjudgemichaelfinkle@gmail.com 

Manager Occasional consultation from Nancy Myhre 

Campaign mailing 

address 

Committee to Retain Judge Michael Finkle 

P.O. Box 3518 

Redmond, WA 98073-3518 

Campaign phone 

number 

425-516-8184 

Campaign FAX  N/A 

 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, 

degrees.  

BBA, Loyola Marymount University (1978) 

MBA, Seattle University, Albers School of Business (1995) 

UCLA School of Law (1981) 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

Public attorneys are not permitted to perform pro bono work per se.  I did teach, and 

develop curriculum for, the State Bar’s Trial Advocacy Program from 1991-2000.  I devoted 

approximately 40-50 unpaid hours per year for that 10-year period.  I have also given 

presentations for free to a Disability Law class at the UW School of Law for the past 3-4 

years. Over the past five years I have presented at 5-7 municipal attorney conferences, 

paying my own transportation, meals and lodgings.   Finally, earlier this year I presented at 

a national conference in Florida, using vacation time from work and paying all of my travel, 

meals and lodgings out of pocket. 

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

Yes.  I spent 4 years with the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office and 20 years with the 
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Seattle City Attorney’s Office, the last 11 of which were devoted to decriminalizing mental 

illness and to providing treatment instead of jail for the mentally ill. 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

I defended one case back in 1985. 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

I served as an arbitrator in one case for the Los Angeles County Bar Association, back in 

1983 or so. 
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How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court Somewhere around 5,000 or so (includes approximately 

20 days of service as a judge pro tem) 

District Court 75 or so (includes service as a judge pro tem) 

Superior Court jury trials 0 

Arguments in Court of Appeals About 35 in the Los Angeles Superior Court, which at the 

time had an process for appealing Municipal Court cases 

to an appellate department of the Superior Court. 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

0 

Federal District Court trials 0 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League Their rating process has not started yet 

King County Bar Association Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Washington Women Lawyers Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Loren Miller Bar Association Exceptionally Well Qualified 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

See Attachment No. 1 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Currently I am endorsing: (1) Supreme Court Chief Justice Barbara Madsen, (2) Court of 

Appeals Judge Michael Spearman, (3) King County District Court Judge Marcine Anderson, 

(4) King County District Court Judge Anne Harper, (5) Thurston County District Court 

candidate Kalo Wilcox, (6) Seattle Municipal Court Candidate – Position 3 -Steve Rosen, and 
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(7) Seattle Municipal Court Candidate -Position 5- Willie Gregory.  There were no judicial 

elections in 2009.  In 2008 I did not publicly endorse because I was a member of the 

endorsement committee of a political legislative district.  There were no judicial elections in 

2007.  I do not recall who I endorsed in the 2006 judicial elections and there were no 

judicial elections in 2005. 

 

I will in all likelihood wait until the June 11 filing deadline passes and the judicial candidates 

are fully identified before I decide whether to provide any additional endorsements, and if 

so, to which candidates/incumbents.  

 

 

 

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice carrier?  If 

“yes” please attach explanation.  

No. 

 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of paper.) 

Both complaints were summarily dismissed.  See Attachment 2 for explanation. 

 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

My strongest area of legal expertise is mental health law and policy as it applies in District and 

Municipal Courts.  I am considered to be one of the leading experts, if not the leading expert, 

in the state in that area of law.  I teach the subject as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Seattle 

University School of Law, I have published articles in prominent national, regional and state 

journals, including Seattle University School of Law’s Seattle Journal for Social Justice.  I have 

also presented six times to national audiences, including at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

National Crime Reduction Work Shop, and another 40+ times to state and local audiences.   For 

the past 12 years I have maintained a Practitioner’s Guide for mental health issues that is relied 

upon by judges, prosecutors and defense attorneys across the state. 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 
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1. Adopt guidelines for granting or denying continuances prior to trial.  Every time a case 

is continued there is another chance that a defendant will fail to appear for trial.  That 

generates a bench warrant costing approximately $75.  If the warrant is served there is a 

booking fee of approximately $125.  For every day the defendant spends in jail (which is 

likely to occur based on the failure to appear), there is a cost of $75-$250 depending 

on the jail and whether the defendant is housed is a special needs area.  What is worse, 

even though it does not directly answer the question, is that most of the defendants 

who are likely to fit this pattern are indigent defendants; defendants who retain private 

counsel are far less likely to fail to appear. 

 

2. Standardize the non-jail alternatives to sentencing.  The sanctions a judge has available 

for fashioning appropriate and effective sanctions or conditions of release pending trial 

are totally a matter of happenstance.  That means some courts spend unnecessary 

money on jail space that could be avoided with no diminution of public safety.  In a 

significant number of cases, those alternatives to jail do more to rehabilitate than 

traditional sanctions. 

 

One example involves courts that are literally across the street from one another.  

Seattle Municipal Court has Day Reporting as an alternative to jail.  King County District 

Court does not.  Someone charged with committing a crime 10 feet within the Seattle 

City limits can be placed on Day Reporting; someone charged with committing the same 

crime outside the Seattle City limits does not. 

 

3.  Consider consolidating all District and Municipal Courts.  I realize that cities want to 

have more control over local matters, and that cities perceive Counties as insensitive to 

their local needs.  But having multiple jurisdictions served by the same court in different 

capacities is inefficient at a minimum. 

 

By combining municipal and district courts into a single court system, court records 

could be more easily shared, probation monitoring and services would be more 

consistent.  People who are similarly situated should be treated similarly. 

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

 

1. Work with Seattle Municipal Mental Health Court, providing access to housing, services 

and treatment to severely mentally ill people, most of whom are homeless and impoverished, 

that are involved in the criminal justice system.  Without Mental Health Court, which is a 
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“therapeutic” court, they would otherwise have no meaningful opportunity to work with a 

defense attorney to represent his or her interests. 1997-present. 

 

2. Panelist, “Public Defense in Misdemeanor Cases:  How to Make the Promise of 

Argersinger Real in 21st Century America”, 2008.  Bob Boruchowitz, former Executive Director 

of “The Defender Association in Seattle invited me to join the panel.  The event was sponsored 

by the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. 

 

It is extremely rare for a prosecutor to present at a criminal defense seminar.  It is rarer still to 

be invited to participate as a panelist for a national criminal defense event. 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system (Civil 

and Criminal)? 

 

There are existing programs that help increase access to justice, such as FISH (Forensic 

Intensive Supportive Housing) and FACT (Forensic Assertive Community Treatment).  Those 

programs are designed to provide housing and treatment to mentally ill persons charged with 

crimes and sorely in need of housing and treatment.  Those programs are administered 

primarily through Mental Health Courts. 

 

I believe those programs are underutilized by the courts.  They could be relied upon more often 

and more effectively if courts began to substitute concepts of therapeutic justice and true 

rehabilitation for the more conventional mindset.  That has been happening over the past 5-10 

years, but I believe it could happen more quickly. 

 

One way to bring about that change is through a concept on which I have presented nationally.  

It is called a “Consolidated Resource Center”, or CRC.  The concept is to provide a centralized 

location for treatment and probation information.  Anytime a criminal defendant has social 

service needs and/or multiple court dates in multiple jurisdictions could be assigned to a single 

case manager who would coordinate all court hearings and ensure that there are no 

inconsistent probation conditions.  The social service needs could range from practical learning 

skills, such as keeping a calendar or learning how to interview for a job, to more intensive 

services such as housing or drug treatment or mental health treatment.  The CRC would form 

all of the necessary linkages and relationships with care providers.  Once a judge determines 

the defendant needs social services, it could refer him/her to the CRC. 

 

My goal would be to provide services to the invisible lost souls of society—the mentally ill. 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 
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significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

 

I am brand new to the bench, so I am not currently on any committees.  I have requested that I 

be appointed to two committees of the District and Municipal Court Judges Association.  The 

DMCJA is a legislatively created organization of which all District Court and Municipal Court 

judges are members.  Committee assignments within the DMCJA will be made sometime this 

Spring.  I have requested assignment to the following committees: 

 

Legislative 

Education (three-year assignment) 

 

I chose those two because they give me the best opportunity to make an impact on the criminal 

justice system.  I spent a significant amount of time as an attorney seeking to bring about 

legislative changes, so I have some experience that I can bring to bear.  The education 

committee will put me in a position to gather support for my ideas and to reach a larger 

audience.  

 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice of 

Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-lawyers 

to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  Please 

explain. 

I have reviewed GR 24 and 25. 

 

I have strong but mixed feelings about the concept.  Overall I would favor the proposed rule. 

 

My strong feelings in favor of the rule are based upon access to justice.  The price of legal 

advice is simply beyond the reach of a significant number of people.  The result is a bifurcated 

legal system in which a large segment of the population has no meaningful access.  The rule 

seems fairly straightforward regarding what the Legal Technician can and cannot do, which 

should minimize concerns about the quality of services being provided. 

 

My feelings against the rule are based on my concern that it could send a subtle and 

unintended, but nevertheless paternalistic, message.  That message would be to the effect that 

those who utilize the services of a Legal Technician are somehow “not good enough” to be able 

to have legal representation. 
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What holds sway for me is that I consider the need for access to the judicial system to be acute.  

It should be given the highest priority, and the Legal Technician rule is an available tool that 

can yield swift results.  I also believe that any stigma from not having a “real” lawyer can be 

overcome, partly through public education, and partly through the mere passage of time.  

 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

 

No. 

 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

 

Staff employees within the King County District Court system do not report to the Judges.  

They are separately hired, etc., and non-management positions are unionized.  

Accordingly, a King County District Court judge has little input into staff personnel matters. 

 

Before taking the bench in March 2010 I was a managing attorney within the Seattle City 

Attorney’s Office.  I promoted diversity within the staff by recommending hiring decisions 

that reflected the diversity within the City of Seattle.  I mentored attorneys I supervised, 

and lobbied for their promotion or assignment to highly regarded positions.  Since I was 

able to assemble a group of attorneys and a harassment advocate that were diverse, my 

activities regarding promotions, etc. benefitted them. 

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

 

The main message of my campaign is that I have the wisdom, compassion and experience 

that a great judge must possess.  As to wisdom, I point to my ratings of Exceptionally Well 

Qualified from all 6 bar associations that rate judicial candidates.  As to compassion, I 

point to all the work I’ve done in the mental health arena as well as some of the work 

groups I’ve participated in that were dedicated to reducing recidivism.  As to experience, I 

point to my 28 years as an attorney, serving as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Seattle 

University School of Law, my publications and my 80+ presentations. 
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I have not done any doorbelling, as the Northeast Electoral District consists of the 48th, 45th, 

41st and 5th Legislative Districts, as well as parts of the 39th and 32nd LDs. 

 

I have not planned any pieces of mail to date, as it is too early in the campaign to identify 

target populations or to tailor mailings to a particular opponent; I won’t know until June 11 

whether I have an opponent or who that opponent might be. 

 

I currently have a campaign staff of five plus myself.  If I draw an opponent I intend to add 

about three more.  I’d like to reach $20,000 by the end of May. 

 

I believe I will win because I have broad based support, I am willing to outwork my 

opponent, and, all other things being equal, I am more qualified than anyone who could 

possibly run against me. 

 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

 Date 

Signature  
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Hon. Michael J. FinkleHon. Michael J. FinkleHon. Michael J. FinkleHon. Michael J. Finkle    

Attachment No. 1Attachment No. 1Attachment No. 1Attachment No. 1    

King County Democrats Judicial Rating QuestionnaireKing County Democrats Judicial Rating QuestionnaireKing County Democrats Judicial Rating QuestionnaireKing County Democrats Judicial Rating Questionnaire    

  

 

EndorsementsEndorsementsEndorsementsEndorsements:::: 

 

 

Judges:Judges:Judges:Judges:    

 

Hon. Barbara Madsen, Chief Justice of the Washington Supreme Court 

Hon. Veronica Alicea-Galvan 

Hon. Fred Bonner 

Hon. Patrick Burns 

Hon. Theresa Doyle 

Commissioner Adam Eisenberg 

Hon. Helen Halpert 

Hon. Anne Harper 

Hon. George Holifield 

Hon. Jeffrey Jahns 

Hon. C. Kimi Kondo 

Hon. Ron Mamiya 

Hon. Glenn Phillips 

Hon. Linda Portnoy 

Hon. Rebecca Robertson 

Hon. Steve Rosen 

Hon. Marianne Spearman 

Hon. Wayne Stewart 

Hon. Shelley Szambelan 

Hon. Kimberly Walden 

Magistrate Shirley Wilson 

 

 

Public OfficialsPublic OfficialsPublic OfficialsPublic Officials 

 

Tom Carr, former Seattle City Attorney 

Jan Drago, King County Council 

Bob Ferguson, King County Council 

Roger Goodman, State Representative 

Randy Gordon, State Senate 
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Larry Gossett, King County Council 

Kathy Lambert, King County Council 

John McKay, former US Attorney and current Professor of Law, Seattle University School of Law 

Mike McKay, former US Attorney 

Pete von Reichbauer, King County Council 

Mark Sidran, former Seattle City Attorney 

    

    

ProfessionalsProfessionalsProfessionalsProfessionals 

 

Judy Ashley, M.A. 

Ted Inkley, Esq. 

Gregory Leong, M.D., Director, Forensic Psychiatry Residency Program, UW School of Medicine 

Mary Lynch, Esq. 

William McKay, Esq. 

Nancy Myhre 

Hugh Spitzer, Esq 

 

 

OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations 

 

King County Labor Council 

King County Police Officers’ Guild 
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Hon. Michael J. FinkleHon. Michael J. FinkleHon. Michael J. FinkleHon. Michael J. Finkle    

Attachment No. 1Attachment No. 1Attachment No. 1Attachment No. 1    

King County Democrats Judicial Rating QuestionnaireKing County Democrats Judicial Rating QuestionnaireKing County Democrats Judicial Rating QuestionnaireKing County Democrats Judicial Rating Questionnaire 

 

 

Summarily Dismissed Bar Complaints:Summarily Dismissed Bar Complaints:Summarily Dismissed Bar Complaints:Summarily Dismissed Bar Complaints: 

 

Both of the following Bar complaints against me were summarily dismissed without the need 

for me to respond. 

 

1. In 1990 a woman filed a bar complaint against me and two colleagues.  The 

complaint was summarily dismissed, and the dismissal was upheld on appeal.  The allegation 

was that my office should have filed charges in a case in which she was the victim.  We had 

declined based on credibility issues.  I did not find out about this until I received a letter from 

the WSBA informing me that the WSBA rejected the complainant’s appeal from the summary 

dismissal of her complaint. 

 

2. Approximately 2005.  The complainant had been prosecuted by my office several 

times.  In each instance the court dismissed the matter based on the complainant’s mental 

incompetency to stand trial.  Periodically he would send letters to my office with veiled and 

not-so-veiled threats to hurt or kill various members of the office, including me.  Eventually, 

he made a public disclosure request for the names of all attorneys in the Criminal Division and 

filed a bar complaint against each of us.  The WSBA summarily dismissed his complaint. 


